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MEMORAND(M FOR TIIN RECCRD

SUBJECT: Stonderd Tor Assessing Individual Yecunloey Tiobility
for Motor Vehicle Accidents

L. The curvent thinklng off the Director of legistics Ls 4o tighten un
conmidewably in the ossessacnt of individual pecunicry l‘m@Aliuy in coses

o Anency ewployess ere inveived iv geeidente Sn which domeme is deme o Hhe
Mgency vehicic. I have been told Laat| | STATINTL
warned the (rivers of Agency wehicles that bthey mignt ho held responsibie per-
sopelly for such dumoge where they are nd roTe tharn 2xdinerily nesiizgent.

2. Althoumh L de not ondevstand that She pollicy trerd is t
individual liskle ‘n every cese wagre o0y ordinesy ~omui~~woo i3 davolved,
nevertheless ¢ rnt'cedb¢v nlgaer star@a"i ol cexe Is to be ?@qv‘ws"o rhe
ieh servaes o rovlly all sup VM” or

basic stotement in Agency regulandanc which ser 5 pOTLly al 2
wheir possibie lieblliity is entivield "Supniy-=Accounienis i e

Responsibiiity." Peragreph 22 staces:
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e o o The individusl has pecunlary Licbility for dewusge to, or loss
[oXigt the propevty uniess e can substanbtlate trat such loss or dewepe
was not due o irproner use or rfallure o exercize prudenc cere and
Judgnent in e serekeeping of the proparity. o o o’

L interpret the fore@@*rﬁ to Indicate thet the individeal wey be hald iic“?ﬁ
in. cese of ordinery negligerce, I am not wholly sebvisyied with whils resulot

as the keystone for estebiishing individvel 1iebilily, since 17 doss nch speak
specificelly of molor vehicles.

3. Unless instrucied to the contrary = o not intend to object, in Soawrd
of Survey meetings; as s mavter of law w0 vhe Loldlins of om dpdiwidusni Ligblo
for ovdinary rneglirence, "Tcweve“&* I have contacted [ﬂrﬁ ef ‘S-EAT|NTL
GO, representatives assigned to this Ageuney, end %ﬂvo Glscussed tho movhe
generalily with hia. A\t ny reguest he mede en Informel Inguiry in G.A.O.

seeking to learn whaev stendomds cther Govervser’ cgyencies ave epplyinz presontly
in the Vashingten erea. Walle we were unoble ©o develor o cleer "maje?;vy view',

1% remained his upedficiel opinion vhat CIXA would he seting 1ega11y iv ik
enforced the more rigild stendard discussed sbova it moy be o practical rother

then a legel matter, bul we reocognize the ”oscAbilAuy Shet enforcing such 2
standard may creote o generel unwillingness op the pert of Agency ﬁEﬂ‘OVﬁ%§T¥\T1hrrL
©o drive officisl wvehicles,
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b DATE
TRANSMITTAL SLIP 30 Octaber 1957
?0: | |

ROOM NO., BUILDING

221 East,

REMARKS:

I would appreciate your guidance

on this matter. In particular
see paragraph 3 which states my

present course of action.

NCF

FROM:

ROOM NO. EXTENSION

|

FORM NO . 2 4] REPLACES FORM 36-8
1FEB 55 WHICH MAY BE USED.
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STANDARD FORM NO, 63

Oﬁce Memomﬂdum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : MEMORANDUM FOR THR RECORD
STATINTL
FROM

DATE: 7 Novembar 1957

sujecT: Standard fer Assessing Individual Pecuniary Liability for Motor
Vehicle Accidents

STATINTL

Advised that this problem had been considered befors
and thatl ad several discusgions with the Department
of Justice. We arrived then at the conclusion that simple negligence
was not enough to establish pecuniary responsibility and the standard
should be wilinlness or gross negligence. STATINTL

STATINTL
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